THE CRISIS PAPERS                            87

Independence always appeared to me practicable and probable; pro-
vided the sentiment of the country could be formed and held to the
object: and there is no instance in the world, where a people so extended,
and wedded to former habits of thinking, and under such a variety of cir-
cumstances, were so instantly and effectually pervaded by a turn in poli-
tics, as in the case of independence, and who supported their opinion, un-
diminished, through such a succession of good and HI fortune, till they
crowned it with success.

But as the scenes of war are dosed, and every man preparing for home
and happier times, I therefore take my leave of the subject I have most
sincerely followed it from beginning to end, and through all its turns and
windings, and whatever country I may hereafter be in, I shall always
feel an honest pride at the part I have taken and acted, and a gratitude
to nature and providence for putting it in my power to be of some use
to mankind.

COMMON SENSE.

PHILADELPHIA, April 19tk, 1783

In the last of his Crisis Papers, Paine evaluates both America and
his own work. To those who thoughtfully desire to understand the
man who was Thomas Paine, I recommend a re-reading of the last
Crisis. Here, for example, is his summing up:
"So far as my endeavors could go, they have all been directed to
conciliate the affections, unite the interests, and draw and keep the
mind of the country together; and the better to assist in this founda-
tion work of the revolution, I have avoided all places of profit or
office, either in the state I live in or in the United States; kept my-
self at a distance from all parties and party connexions, and even
disregarded all private and inferior concerns."
Was there ever a dearer, wiser, or better balanced statement by
a propagandist conscious of his own role in a time of crisis? This is
an answer to those who regard Paine as a mystic; no mystic could
so hard-headedly evaluate the need of a people fighting for their
national liberation.
Also, this last Crisis is an answer to those who claim Paine was
not completely conscious of his role in America. This is a completely
conscious evaluation. All through the seven years, Paine worked as